
Willkommen zum Abschlussplenum der ersten 
Europäischen Sommer Universität

Welcome to the Closing Event of the first 
European Summer University

Bienvenue à la clôture de la première université 
d‘été européenne



Creation and launch of an

attac water network "aquattac"
• Our network will be involved in the European network which will be 

created in Malmö and will be connected to other existing networks

• Objectives:
– Information, Setting up the necessary tools like website and list

– Exchange positive (remunicipalisation) and negative experiences

– Pool of technical and juristic advise and reciprocal help

– North-South Relations and Common Actions

– Water must be a major preoccupation in attac

• Proposals for actions
– Sept. 2008: Solidarity with the people of Bensmin (Atlas Morocco), petition on the website of attac 

morocco: www.maroc.attac.org

– Dec. 10th 2008: actions in front of the European Parliament

– Turkey

• March 16th to 22nd, 2009: World Water Forum in Istanbul - Organisation of alternative forums in our 
cities

• Support for Turkish organisations against the sale of sources and Turkish lakes

– March 22nd, 2009: World Water Day, Organization of events around (symbols) of water

• Contact: christiane.hansen@attac-m.org

http://www.maroc.attac.org/
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Further work on Veolia

• The Veolia group will be a working group in aquattac  

• Network of knowledge on public water management, spread 

the knowledge that is still there

• Movie. New project of Leslie Franke: remunicipalisation of 

water in france and the activities of Veolia in Europe. 

Contact: leslie@kerntv.de

• Publish scandals of Veolia, common press statements of the 

attac groups

• General Assembly of shareholders of Veolia in May 2009

mailto:leslie@kerntv.de
mailto:leslie@kerntv.de


Food Sovereignty & GMO field action

• Exchange: campaigns, actions, legal issues

• Dates to remember

– ESF: discussions, discussions, discussions!

– Sept 20-21, Annecy: For an alternative ag policy

– Oct 25, Paris: meeting of GMO activists

• Idea for future: European March

• gendreck-weg.de, combatmonsanto.org, email list 

for further networking (ESU site)



Fighting Global Europe

• GE is “WTO +” strategy : New danger at the 
bilateral level + Internal restructuring in the EU

• Key dates 
– 20-21st Sept : Mobilizations in Annecy for a sustainable 

CAP

– 17-18th October : Counter-summit to block the 
Immigration Pack proposed by Sarkozy

– S2B Proposal : Day / week of Action against Global 
Europe in April 2009



Casino Economy
Mechanisms, Alternatives

– 4 days - 50 participants – 6 presentations

– Input : Attac paper « Disarm the markets »

– 2 days : analysis of the financial crisis

=> Systemic crisis rooted in neoliberalism

– 2 days : discussions about alternatives

– Outputs of the workshop :

• Political, technical but pedagogical proposals to « disarm 
financial markets »

• New versions of the Attac paper

• Creation of a discussion list 

• Participation to the European Attac Joint Campaign on the 
Financial Crisis 



10.08.08

For a democratic Europe / Following of 
the 10 principles

10 PRINCIPLES

- a reworked version (end of august), taking into account remarks from ESU

- a new calendar : feed back from local and national commitees for the 1st 
december 

„NO MEANS NO“

- day of action on the 11th october

- linked to demand for a new founding European text democraticly elaborated and 
ratified by referendums

- linked to demands for a social Europe

- ...so linked to the reworked 10 principles

Christian Felber (Attac Austria), Aurelie Trouve (Attac France)



Contact: paradis.romans@attac.org

ATTAC NORWAY Tromso-Oslo –ATTAC France Romans

Creation of networks for information exchange on this

Créer des réseaux d’information réciproque par sujet



Feminist Attac Workshop
Austria, Germany, France, Morocco, Italy, Switzerland

Attac activities and communications must contain the following standards:

- an equal representation of women

- room for women‘s visions and experiences, as well as current results of feminist 
research

- gender mainstreaming as an instrument to include feminist thoughts

In the planned Attac-EU-booklet feminist analysis and perspectives are missing. We 
insist they should be included. This inclusion of feminist thoughts is not only a 
responsibility of Feminist Attac.

Criticism of globalisation without feminism is like a car without engine. 

We are planning to install a European feminist mailinglist in English.

Contact: feminist@attac.de 



European-wide Attac Youth Network

Results of the workshop with yound Attac activists from Austria, Finland, France, 

Germany, Spain

We want to:

-Create an informal network for exchange about political issues and youth-

related experiences in the altermondialist movement:

>create a mailing-list

>meet at international gatherings (ESF, etc.)

>exchange short briefings about political situation on a 2-months basis

>develop idea for an international „Attac Youth Exchange“ program (like French-

German cooperation for the NON in 2005)

>create a blog to exchange material, methods, report to each other about local 

activities

>try to connect to young activists from other countries„ Attacs („facebook“ group 

might help)

for more info / to join: max@attac.de



10.08.08

CREACION DE UNARED DE TRABAJO DE ACTIVISTAS DE 
ATTAC EN EUROPA  SOBRE  AMERICA LATINA

ENTSTEHUNG EINES LATEINAMERIKA - NETZWERKES 
VON ATTAC AKTIVISTINNEN IN EUROPA

CREATION D UN RESEAU THEMATHIQUE DE MILITANTS DES 
ATTAC D EUROPE SUR L AMERIQUE LATINE



10.08.08

CREACION DE UNA RED DE TRABAJO 
DE ACTIVISTAS DE ATTAC EN EUROPA 

SOBRE  AMERICA LATINA

El creciente interés de la situación y los temas con respecto a América Latina, así como el
debate político que se está desarrollando en Europa y la manipulación que los medios
neoliberales ejercen con el proceso de transformación en varios de estos países, nos
demuestra la necesidad de fortalecer los grupos ya existentes dentro de Attac en Europa.

Por esta razón los participantes presentes en la ESU procedentes de Attac Alemania, Austria,
España, Francia y Noruega y que han participado del Seminario “Red de Activistas de Attac
interesados en América Latina” se comprometen a forta- lecer los grupos existentes en cada
agrupación en Attac y a contribuir activamente al intercambio de información y de contactos.
También a integrar esta red en sus respectivas actividades y a coordinarla dentro de Attac en
Europa, así como a trasladar a la ciudadania el debate político, las alternativas, conflictos y
violaciones de los derechos humanos que están sucediendo en el continente Americano.

Hemos creado una lista de trabajo y comunicaremos nuestra intención a todos los grupos en
esta área.

Para contactar con el grupo enviar un email a Viviana Uriona 

viviana.uriona@attac.de



10.08.08

ENTSTEHUNG EINES LATEINAMERIKA - NETZWERKES 
VON ATTAC AKTIVISTINNEN IN EUROPA

Das wachsende Interesse an der Situation und den Schwerpunkten Lateinamerikas, sowie die
politische Debatte, die sich in Europa entwickelt und die Falschmeldungen, die die
neoliberalen Medien über den Transformationsprozess, der in einigen dieser Länder
stattfindet, verbreiten, zeigt uns die Notwendigkeit die schon bei Attac in Europa bestehenden
Gruppen zu stärken.

Deshalb einigten sich die anwesenden TeilnehmerInnen von Attac Deutschland, Österreich,
Spanien, Frankreich und Norwegen im Workshop „Netzwerktreffen Lateinamerika“ auf zwei
Strategien: einerseits die jeweiligen Gruppen zu stärken und aktiv zum Austausch z. B. von
Information, Kontakten und Unterstützung in ihren Aktivitäten und in der Koordination von
Attac in Europa beizutragen, und andererseits die politische Debatte, die Alternativen,
Konflikte und Menschenrechtsverletzungen, die auf dem amerikanischen Kontinent,
stattfinden, in die Gesellschaft hineinzutragen.

Wir haben eine Kontaktliste aufgestellt und werden unser Vorhaben allen zu ähnlichen
Themen arbeitenden Gruppen bekannt machen.

Kontakt über: Viviana Uriona 

viviana.uriona@attac.de



10.08.08

CREATION D UN RESEAU THEMATHIQUE DE MILITANTS DES ATTAC D EUROPE SUR L 

AMERIQUE LATINE

L interet croissant pour l Amerique latine, pour le debat politique autour des themes qu elle porte,

ainsi que la manipulation exercee par les medias neoliberaux sur les processus de transformation

qui se deploient dans plusieurs pays de la region nous demontrent la necessite de renforcer les

groupes qui travaillent sur l Amerique latine au sein des differents Attac d Europe.

Pour cette raison, les participants presents au seminaire “ Reseau des militants des Attac 

interesses a l Amerique latine” d Attac Allemagne, Autriche, Espagne, France et Norvege s 

engagent a renforcer l existence de ces groupes thematiques au sein de notre reseau europeen et 

d ameliorer leur  coordination. Ils s engagent aussi a  contribuer activement a l echange, entre 

autres, d informations et de contacts. Ils s engagent enfin a soutenir le developpement d activites 

sur l Amerique latine. 

De meme, ce reseau appuiera la coordination des Attac d Europe sur les questions liees a l 

Amerique latine. 

Enfin, il participera a promouvoir dans le debat public en general le debat politique et les 

alternatives qui sont portes par les processus de transformation et informera sur les conflits et les 

violations des droits de l homme qui ont lieu sur le continent americain.

Ce reseau a cree une liste electronique de travail. Il fera connaitre son existente dans le reseau des 

Attac.

Contact : Viviana Uriona . viviana.uriona@attac.de



www.attac-netzwerk.de/arbeitfairteilen

To whom does time belong? Working time is life time!
Working Group ArbeitFairTeilen D –Initiator Austria –Exchange with other Workshops

Problems

• Mass unemployment (20 Mill), Exclusion, New Poverty

• Broadened Understanding of Worf: Paid Work – Reproductive Work – Voluntary Work – Self Production

• Challenge: Fair and just Redistribution of work and wealth

• Needs several building components: Reduction in working hours – minimal wage – basic income – laws against 

discrimination

Need for action 

Ą Working Time Directive by the EU: Become 

active!

Action steps

Ą Cooperation with other working groups (Genug für alle, 

Arbeit in Würde, EU AG, etc.)

Ą Focus of Attac Germany 

Ą Cooperation with alliance partners

Ą Europewide networking
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Flexicurity and social dismantling in Europe

A. Results on demands

1. Working time decrease

2. Public services

3. Reflexions on « professionnal social 
security »

4. Norm: full time and long-term 
contracts

5. No to flexibility imposed by employers

6. Reinforcement of current Welfare 
systems

7. Macroeconomic politic in favour of 
empl.

8. Tax policy for financing empl. policy 

B. Practical results

1. Website

2. Exchanging good experiences

3. Go on with reflexion -> working group 

4. Solidarity: communicating each 

other‟s actions

5. Towards a common campain

6. Working with trade unions

7. March 2009 conference on « Social 

Europe » and Lisabon process



Consequences of European politics on migration

* Citizen summit „Bridges, no walls. Paris. 17-18/10/2008 www.despontspasdesmurs.org

* We´ll block the European ultra-right anti-islamic conference: Köln, 20/10/2008

contact :anngroth@gmx.de

* World Social Forum on Migration : Madrid 11-13/09/2008

www.fsmm2008.org

* Common campaign against „Circular migration“ with the example of strawberry fields in the 
South of Spain

contact: lusido2002@yahoo.fr

* Mailing list „Attac Migration“

attac-int-mig@listen.attac.de
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Higher education and Research workshop outcomes

• Wave of reforms in the various European universities in line with 

Bologna process (1999) and the Lisbons trategy (2000) towards a 

merchandization of higher education and research

• Need for resistance and protest: coordination at the European level of 

the different Attac working groups (or any concerned Attacies...)

• Building of a European Attac network to:

• share infomation on the state of affairs of the reform applications

• organise collective actions such as an alternative summit on higher 

education and research to the Spring summit in March 2009

• Current participants: France, Germany, Italy, Marocco, Norway), to join 

us, send email to torunnln@gmail.de

mailto:torunnln@gmail.de
mailto:torunnln@gmail.de


Re-writing Wikipedia on EU institutions
An initiative by the workshop «What constitution for Europe?»

Wikipedia is one of the most visited sites in the world. But Wikipedia

pages on  EU institutions are the vehicle for misconceptions and

omissions, that amount to lies on the way EU institutions really work. 

So let us re-write Wikipedia! 

• Step 1: each participant reads the existing Wikipedia pages on EU institutions in 
his/her national language and looks for misconceptions and  omissions.

• Step 2: the participants exchange on a forum about a common argumentative 
strategy.

• Step 3: each participant adds corrections to existing Wikipedia pages … and wait 
for a reaction!

Goals: 

• 1. Making the pages contentious in order to introduce the debate on the 
democratic deficit in EU institutions. 

• 2. Promoting our analyses and institutional alternatives for the EU.



Promoting of participative Democracy 
in Europe

We will make a website with explanations and working materials for the 
Participative Method of Citizens Report with Planning cells

and then cooperate internationally ( France, Brazil, Germany at the 
moment ) to implement this method wherever possible, maybe starting 

with more events inside Attac

the team of „get to know each other“

contact: Wolfgang@new-democracy.org



European Railway Network

- founding process "rail for all - European coalition against railway 
privatisation" started

- already involved: trade unions and activist out the following 
countries: Austria, Belgium, Germany, Great Britain, France, , 
Sweden Switzerland

- mailinglist and website will be published soon

- contact: Carl Waßmuth <cfwassmuth@gmx.de>

- preliminary declaration is in discussion

- next step of founding process at ESF in Malmö



- important date:  13th November 2008 international demonstration in 
Paris against railway privatisation g process "rail for all - European 
coalition against railway privatisation" started

- already involved: trade unions and activist out the following countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Germany, Great Britain, France, , Sweden Switzerland

- mailinglist and website will be published soon

- contact Carl Waßmuth <cfwassmuth@gmx.de>

- preliminary declaration is in discussion

- next step of founding process at ESF in Malmö

- important date:  13th November 2008 international demonstration in 
Paris against railway privatisation 



Call for European ATTACS to 
support the Irish 
ñNo Means No -

for a democratic Europeò

take action on 11 th October 2008 



ATTAC IN EUROPE: FUTURE STRATEGIES 

During the last months, the boards of Attacs discussed the 
future common campaigns and organized here a seminar on 
strategies attended by approx. 70 persons from almost all 

the different Attacs.

State of affairs : Neoliberalism is facing a big crisis: Crisis of 

financial market, scarcity of oil and resources (food as well), climate 

crisis. These are all caused by political decisions, leading to the 

feeling that democracy is also in crisis.



Proposals: One campaign on “building the social Europe we 

want”, following the 10 principles and linking the privatisation, 

worker's rights and ecological issues. We will have to bear in mind 

that a social Europe is incompatible with the current treaties and the 

current external policies of Europe towards the rest of the world.

One other campaign on Finance, our fundamental topic, with the 

possibility to organize an alternative Ecofin early 2009 in Czech 

Republic.

These campaigns will have to fight the core 

of the political problem: Capitalism



Method : 

- Make alliances that cannot be limited to these with trade unions. 
Based on the Bolkenstein experience, we need to initiate with other 
partners if we want to influence the trade unions. Opportunity to 
work with the ETUC and others against the “working time” directive

- Prepare common material (posters, stickers, educational kits)

- Determine shared time-tables of activities (11th october 2008: 
respect of the irish NO, alternative “ Spring summit “ in March 2009, 
March against poverty in 2010, action in Luxemburg against the 
European court of justice, etc.)

- Form coordinating groups for two Attac campaigns (presented into 
more details later)

The campaigns must be decided by each national Attac



Over ten seminars, workshops and forums at the university were devoted 

to the topic of privatisation. As a result, there was formed the international 

attac network:

Privattac
whose objective is to fight privatisation in public services, i.e. housing, 

energy, water, education, transport, health, the environment and other 

areas and this on a Europe-wide basis.

The first three steps will be:

1) An international follow-up meeting in Malmö in the framework of 

the ESF public services network. Contact: Dorothea Härlin

2) The set-up of a maling list serving as international “rapid alert 

system“ in the case of repression against anti-privatisation  activists 

and to organise mutual support. Contact: Carla Krüger 

3) International follow-up meetings to be organised in 2009. 



March 2009 mobilization towards the EU-Spring summitMarch 2009 mobilization towards the EU-Spring summit

ÁWhy the EU-Spring summit? Because, since 2000, this EU summit is dedicated to the 
follow-up of the Lisabon process. Since then, it has become traditionnally the « social 
and economic summit » in the EU year-calendar.

ÁWhat kind of mobilization?

ÁWe concentrate on the idea of a conference (an alter-summit). But circulates also the idea of 
a demonstration (to be discussed with TU’s at ESF). Also possible is a mobilization around the 
EuroBusiness Summit (« EU-Davos », also in March).

ÁThe goal is to make visible alternatives about the Social Europe issue.

ÁThe main idea is to offer a space where we can speak about « Social Europe » (in the 
broad understanding of this expression), in order to exchange and develop analyses and 
alternatives.

ÁAlliance with the trade unions is key here. To be discussed in Malmö (ESF)

ÁThis alter-summit would be repeated each year. Yet, 2009 is voting year!

ÁConcrete topics already offered for discussion: flexicurity, education (Attac network), 
working time), social law (after the 4 ECJ rulings), etc.

Á[ŜǘΩǎmeet in Brussels in March 2009 !


